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Preface

This biographical dictionary has its own history. I started
working on it nearly two decades ago, when the collapse
of the communist empire in Central and Eastern Europe
appeared imminent. The idea was bom out of my reflec-
tion on the poor knowledge of the history and culture of
Poland’s neighbors in the “Lands Between"—the name
given 1o the region between the uniting Europe and the
Russian core of the Soviet empire by British historian Alan
Parker. At that time, ignorance of the history of Central
and Eastern Europe was evident not only in the West but
perhaps even more so in the nations of the region, which
were neighbors and belonged to one political bloc but
were nonetheless isolated from one another. The thought
of an increasingly likely political reorganization of the
Lands Between occurred 10 me as carly as the 1980,
partly under the influence of interwar “Promethean” ideas
(decay of the Soviet Union into nation-states) and partly
asa rrsyn of my observations of the deepening crisis of
the Soviet empire. I believed that this kind of dictionary
might play an important role in filling the information gaps
;*:’ r'f'“':i"s the knowledge necessary to build bridges
ween these nations—.
the world—in the fulun:,m S fonaa s
As the pace of history accelerated in (he late 19805
and the early 19905, | had many other things to keep me

the region mare accessible 1o
. 3 People through b i-
cal nm:i.m s key figures, becayse whaigfnleffst:pm
most in history, even in macro-scale history, is the f; o
:H:h'l-‘ldl.lnh. I'was assisted in my work e
Astern Europe Departmen (Zaklad Europy rodkowej i

Wichodnief) of the Instit iti
‘ Stitute of Political i
ish Academy of Sciences (Instytur St S}Udﬁ it
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or so nations using well over dozen languages, it was 4
very difficult task indeed. I had the first go at edi ing and
was aware that [ needed assistance in finding crrors ang
mistakes in terms of substance, style, and form. Despie
initial hesitation because of the size of the dictionary
and numerous traps in the submitted texts, Professor Jan
Kofman, Ph.D., known for his thoroughness and consci.
entiousness as well as for his excellent eye for linguistic
abuse, finally agreed to be the second editor. The scale
of Professor Kofman’s editorial contribution 1o (he final
shape of the texts led me to persuade him 1o accept the
role of co-editor of the whole dictionary.

We initially planned to establish a network of authors
and editors from all the countries of the region, but that
pmiedimpraclical; therefore, with some noleworthy ex-
ceptions, this dictionary was com piled and written main] y
by Polish aJIthurs. Of course, the Polish perspective might
seem one-sided, particularly in the case of countries that
are Poland’s neighbors, Therefore, objective presenta-
tion of the history of particular nations was another great
cIi_ﬂlIf:ﬂge o the authors and editors of this dictionary. We
might not h?ve reached the ideal but it is worth kurpf ngin
mind how difficult the ask was. We may not have satisfied
Proponients of radical views, but we believ é =
ey : ieve that extreme

nstoriography sow discord and are dangerous,

Preparing the Jist 011' entries was yet another chal lenge.

muﬁzmﬁil?gmphfm‘ll dif:ti onaries for part icu-
of detail, 5o it wag di fﬁgf;li'nh‘l:‘:}}i;ng T ar'ld .
%dﬁcidedmfmus i OW any particular model.
i it 1 politicians, but we could not omit

Tepresentatives of culture, becaus

e re, because the social

c “fgymen often surpassed that

d not include sport or pop
presentatives of an cinema.
€ could not just add only a
this kind from each country,
mall, the dictionary would have

: Dwmr;:“:'t the Iarg_l:r{:uunlri_n should
& Cottain m}n:_'mﬁpﬁftwc of their popula-
00d, even itonl mum for nations with their
ih Y Iransitional, Some characters
r;];“TDﬁJTE country: the dictionary
Om Galicig, A nsylvania and Slovakia,
EwsﬁTW\-‘ari iy _s Ibanians from Kosovo, and
ntries ang of varying degrees of as-

similation. The size of each biographical entry depends on
the importance of the person, but we often allowed some
adjustments, taking into account the span of their life or
the availability of biographical sources.
The term “Central and Eastern Europe” must be
explained. It has been and still is interpreted in various
ways. In fact there is no consensus as to its geographical
or political extent, and the understanding of this notion
has also changed quite a bit over time. In this dictionary
we adopted the broadest definition, the concept of the
“Lands Between,” which generally corresponds to the
European territory under communist rule after 1945. We
excluded Germany, Austria, Russia, Finland, and Greece;
we included the European countries that after World War
Il became satellites of the Soviet Union, as well as the Eu-
ropean Soviet republics, which, in our opinion, differ from
Russia culturally. The region covered in the dictionary is
thus immensely varied historically, socially, economically,
ethnically, and religiously; yet, it is precisely this diversity
that defines the specific character of the area.

In this dictionary we tried to minimize evaluations.
Nonetheless, the reader will certainly notice our critical
attitude toward authoritarian, and particularly totalitarian,
regimes. The authors and editors of this work cherish
the rule of law, human rights, and the rights of national
minorities, and value consistency of words and deeds.
We also appreciate justified national interests. However,
this biographical dictionary is neither a critical study nor
a polemic; what the reader will find here is a reference
work.

It is difficult to discuss in this short preface all the
editorial principles adopted for the entries. The formal
principles need no explanation. However, the use of some
terms should be explained. For example, the reader may

PREFACE vii

notice that the term “politician™ is used for political figures
in pluralist, or even authoritarian, systems, whereas in the
case of communist regimes we generally use the term “po-
litical activist.” We believe that the great majority of such
persons served as functionaries of the system rather than
as independent politicians. The term “post-communist™ is
to be understood as denoting affiliation with a movement
or party that historically is rooted in a communist party
and chose to preserve most of its communist legacy in the
new situation after 1989,

Work on this dictionary lasted about five years. It could
never have been completed without the support of the ISP
PAN. In its research plans, the ISP PAN always provided
funds for salaries and small fees for the authors, and the
directors of the ISP PAN were invariably supportive of our
work. Thus, credit for the completion of the dictionary in
large part goes to the ISP PAN. However, I should also
mention my two years with the Chair of Polish Studies at
the University of Virginia in Charlottesville (2000-2002),
where I compiled much material for the dictionary and

wrote and edited a few hundred entries. Our thanks also
go to Ms. Jolanta Kowalczuk, the Polish editor of the
dictionary; to Rytm, the Warsaw-based publishers that
took up the difficult task of publishing the work in Po-
land; to Ms. Marzena Zamiynska, who translated most of
the biographical entries into English; and to Dr. Marek
Chodakiewicz, who is a contributor to the dictionary and
assisted me in my work while I was in the United States.
Our special thanks go to Professor Aleksander Manterys
for his help with the East European type fonts used in the

dictionary.

Wojciech Roszkowski
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